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Charlene Tressler is the Executive Director of Child Development Associates (CDA), a non-
profit, multi-service child care and development agency.  Her responsibilities include the 
operation of 4 center-based early care and education programs and an Alternative Payment 
Program (APP) for income eligible families funded by the California Department of Education.  
She is also responsible for the State's third largest Child Care Food Program that trains, monitors 
and reimburses licensed child care providers for the nutritious meals served to the children in 
their care. 
 
Ms. Tressler is a child development professional with over 35 years of extensive experience and 
expertise in all aspects of early care and education programs.   Her education includes a 
bachelor's degree in child Development and a M.S. degree in Child Care Administration.  Ms. 
Tressler has also taught community college Child Development courses on a part-time basis for 
15 years.  In addition, she has presented at many local, State and national conferences on a broad 
spectrum of topics from child development, curriculum planning and child care administration. 
 
Ms. Tressler is very active in the child care community on the State and local level and served as 
chair of the San Diego County Child Care and Development Planning Council for the past ten 
years and is currently the chair of the Planning Council's Prop 10 Committee.   She is a member 
of Supervisor Dianne Jacob's Child Care Task Force, the State CDD/DSS CalWORKs Child 
Care Advisory Workgroup, the California Alternative Payment Programs Governing Board and 
the California Child Development Administrators Association and numerous advisory groups 
and professional organizations. 
 
Ms. Tressler enjoys working with people to affect positive change.  She maintains close contacts 
with parents needing and using child care, child care providers and preschool teachers, and 
community members in order to remain up-to-date on their child care issues and concerns.  
  
The Technical and Professional Advisory Committee mirrors Ms. Tressler's commitment to 
children and families.  She is a strong advocate for high quality early care and development 
programs and feels that all children must have quality early care and education in order to enter 
school ready for success. 


